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One year, as the school library supervisor, | was in an elementary school library that had begun
circulating books on the first day of school. | was helping at the circulation desk. One fourth

grader asked if he could have a specific book. “Of course!” | said. (J”)He didn’t think so, as his

teacher had told him to check out a book with a yellow label. So, | took out my library supervisor’s

business card, wrote a note to the teacher on the back of it, stuck the note in the book, and
checked it out to the child.

| imagine this scenario — in which children must choose between books based on instructional
priorities and those they want to read for pleasure — plays out frequently in school libraries or

classrooms. (-1 )There is a divide between the noble calling to teach children how to read and the

equally noble calling to inspire a love of reading. We school librarians dance across this divide

daily.

The motivation to read is largely self-determined, and choice is a powerful driver. People,
including children, choose to do that which is fun, personally rewarding, or easy. This is where the
dance begins! If learners develop and satisfy personal curiosity by reading widely and deeply in
multiple formats, then we must surround our learners with opportunity and help them make
connections between the school library’s resources and their interests. Finding and borrowing
books (or using other kinds of tests) should be fun, accessible, and free of barriers. We need to
consider how our policies, procedures, and routines inspire children and encourage their
engagement with text, as well as how they guarantee all learners’ rights to intellectual freedom.

(~)Reducing choice, whether through labeling, age-related rules, or restrictive policies, is not a

strategy that makes children fall in love with books and reading. If our goal is to help learners self-

identify as readers, then we must help them make connections with text through practices that

celebrate the reading life.



