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Nowadays we speak quite easily and naturally of the crisis through which our civilization is
passing. Without questioning the assumption that we are in the midst of a crisis, | should like to
ask whether this feeling of crisis is not something inseparable from human life in any historical
period. The more closely we examine the past, the more we find that it, too, is uneasy with its own
sense of historical crisis and urgency. Sometimes, in retrospect, these crises look illusory, for
mankind has survived some of its worst apprehensions; and then we have to remind ourselves
that these men and women of the past felt their crisis with the same intimate uneasiness with

which we feel ours.



