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(1) Some authorities have suggested that once there was much greater diversity in American

speech than now. As evidence, they point out that in Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain needed seven
separate dialects to reflect the speech of various characters, even though they all came from
much the same area. Clearly that would not be necessary, or even possible, today. On the other
hand, it may be that thousands of regional accents exist out there and that we’re simply not as

alert to them as we might be.

(2) Many thinkers dating back to Buddha and Pythagoras have advocated the simple, almost

fasting diet for the contemplative existence; meat is to be avoided. But the English philosopher,
Herbert Spencer, was a believer in the meat diet. Somebody informed him that his thoughts would
reach greater heights were he to become a vegetarian. An ambitious man — all philosophers are
amazingly ambitious — he changed his habits and began to limit himself to vegetable foods.
However, his work immediately began to deteriorate, and it was not long before he was back

again on beef, mutton, and pork, on which he wrote his great work.



